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FLORIDA LOTTERY
FRIDAY’S NUMBERS

Cash 3 (afternoon)  . . . 9-1-0
Cash 3 (night)  . . . . . . . 6-6-4
Play 4 (afternoon)  . . 2-7-8-3
Play 4 (night)  . . . . . . 7-1-8-3 
Fantasy 5  . . . 4-12-25-26-32
Mega Money  . . . 9-10-21-31 
Mega Ball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

We all may talk to
ourselves. However, squalling
to ourselves out loud could be
a whole new dimension on
insanity.

To whoever threw the 
kitten about 6 weeks old over
the Bailey Bridge on Thursday
afternoon: We saved it, stuck
on the side of a pillar
screaming for dear life. Boy, I
would hate to be you; karma
comes back tenfold. 

Just a few weeks ago,
everyone was squalling that
seeing people on bikes makes
them feel like they are in a
third-world country or that
anyone on a bike must be a
crackhead or have a DUI.
Maybe people on bikes are
ahead of the pack. 

Airlines going bankrupt,
fuel going sky high, airlines
charging for luggage, and they
are building a new airport. If
they had any sense, they
would be building a train
station. 

If you think about it, a
Beach hospital would be way
more useful than a new
airport.

Hydrogen, part of the water
molecule, holds great promise
as a fuel.

In a world where both food
and water are becoming
scarce, does it make sense to
deplete what water we have to
use as fuel?

I would like to congratulate
whoever it is who increased
the size of the font and
pictures in the newspaper’s
comic strip. Now, I can read
them without a microscope.

Re: “Wow, lots of idiots out
there!” The unintended irony
is humorous.

Readers sound off Readers sound off 
Squall Line appears daily.
Call (850) 522-5133, or go

to www.newsherald.com and
click on the “Squall Line” icon.

SQUALLSQUALLSQUALL
LINELINELINE
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it to Iraq,” said Ray Dubuque,
AT&T employee and Florida
AT&T Pioneers coordinator for
the program. “They recycle 
the material. So it’s a good way
for the environment, too,
because you’re not just throwing
that crushed-up plastic in a
dump.”

AT&T Pioneers is in the
middle of a nationwide drive
that began in April and runs
through July 4. So far, Florida
has collected 1,031 phones.
Dubuque’s group takes the
credit for 610 of those.

“Mainly, it’s from businesses,”
he said. “We’ve had a couple of
large companies that change out
all their cell phones. AT&T was
one of them. We changed our
cell phones out about a little less
than a year ago.”

Although the bulk comes from
large tradeouts, Dubuque said a
steady trickle of one or two
phones picked up at meetings
and snagged from the drop box
at AT&T stores add up. In fact,
if every cell phone replaced this
year were sent to the program,
roughly 130 million hours worth
of international conversation
could be donated, according to a
Cell Phones for Soldiers press
release.

“The program is really starting

to pick up speed. We’ve got a lot
of people in Bay County that are
supporting us,” Dubuque said.
“I’m hoping someone will come
up with a program for
computers. I’ve got four
computers sitting at the house

that I don’t know what to do
with.”

Dubuque said anyone wanting
to donate a phone should clear
all information from the phone
and remove the SIM card. 
He said there are about 

400 cell phones waiting to be
packed up.

“Not that I want more cell
phones,” he said pointing at a
bag on his desk and a stuffed
box on the floor. “But I’ll be
glad to get them.” 

Andrew Wardlow / The News Herald

Florida AT&T Pioneers have collected 610 cell phones for the Cell Phones for Soldiers program.

PHONES: ‘Program is really starting to pick up speed,’ Dubuque says

CUTS: Budget workshops scheduled Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
From page 1A

Beach students to Gulf County
schools might be reduced 
from $114,000 to $73,000. Last
year, 59 students, who are zoned
to attend Bay County schools,
were transported across the
county line and provided with
educational services.

Gulf County school officials
said it costs them more than the
$1,900 per student Bay currently
provides, McCalister said at the
workshop. 

“We asked them if they could
do it cheaper,” he said. “We met
with the superintendent.”

McCalister said Gulf schools
are willing to negotiate and
added that, if the contract that
dates to the 2002-03 school year
is not upheld, those 59 students
will have to find their own trans-
portation to attend the Bay
County schools for which they
are zoned.

As for transportation, the
superintendent has recom-
mended an $800,000 cut, mainly
because of rising diesel prices to
fuel its buses. The district is
exploring the use of biofuels and
will have to cut some personnel,
such as bus attendants. 

Another cost-saving measure
under consideration is changing
the start times at the elementary,
middle and high school levels to
cut down the number of trips.

Junior Museum
funding

Rae Cotton became 
executive director of the 
Junior Museum 10 weeks 
ago and is in the process of 
putting together its annual
budget. The district has proposed
eliminating its $16,000 in 
funding, which Cotton said at the
meeting represents 20 percent of
the museum’s budget. However,
according to the museum’s
administrator Sarah Sapp, 
the figure is more like 6 to 
10 percent.

Sapp originally set the budget

at $403,000, but “we were 
not able to make that budget.”
She said the new budget probably
will end up in the $275,000 
range, 48 percent of which is
administrative costs.

“We don’t think they’re high,”
Sapp said. “Other nonprofits are
in the 60- to 70-percent range.
We average 43 to 45 percent, but
it’s higher this year due to the
reduction in our budget.”

The museum’s fiscal 
year begins in July, and Sapp 
said it is going to be very 
difficult to finish the budget
because there are so many 
question marks about funding.
Aside from the $16,000 it 
might lose from the district, 
Sapp hasn’t received word 
about the $30,000 usually
received from Panama City or
another $30,000 in state grants it
hopes to secure.

Maintenance budget,
holidays

A total of $375,000 might have
to come out of the district’s 
maintenance budget. McCalister
said the cut could have been
deeper if the maintenance staff
could handle some of the work it
contracts out. That’s not possible
with the current staff, he said.

Separately, McCalister said he
believes shutting down utilities
during the three weeks of Christ-
mas and Spring Break vacations
could save $300,000.

“Someone may say, ‘I don’t
want to take time off then,’ but
the minute you let someone
come in during that period, you
lose all the savings you were
going to get,” he said, adding that
12-month employees probably
would balk at being told when to
take their vacation.

Summer school,
fund balance

Changing the way students
complete their make-up work
could shave $30,000 off the 
district’s budget.

“We have given each high
school some funds to work with
students who need to do 
make-up work,” McCalister 
said. “We already told the
schools to contact parents and
tell them they can go to Shaw
(Adult Center) or the Florida
Virtual School (online) and do
their work.”

The district still has funds
trickling in, so officials said 
they are not sure what the final
fund balance figure will be. It
currently is $754,000, but CFO
Jess Snyder said he believes the
district will end up with about
$1.3 million.

“Each year, we use our 
fund balance to determine 
how much money we will have to
work with,” Snyder said. “We’ll
come up with a number at the
end, based on not hiring some
positions. The first $2 million
that we sweep will be put into the
fund.”

Budget workshops
Budget workshops are 

scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday in the School Board
Meeting Room of the Nelson
Building at 1311 Balboa Ave. in
Panama City.

The budget cuts will be 
discussed in the following 
order over the three days: 
self-insurance fund; MIS, HR
and finance; ESE and Student
Services; resource teachers 
back to classroom; reduction 
of magnet units; recalculation 
of the unit allocation 
formula; repurposing/closing
schools; transportation budget;
summer high school 
make-up; school resource 
officers; and the Junior
Museum’s contract. 

Bay District Schools 
draft budget cuts

Budget item
Self-insurance
Unfunded administrative positions
Maintenance budget
Close district for Christmas/Spring Break
Gulf County student transportation
MIS, HR and finance
Curriculum/instructional 
ESE & student services
Transportation
Resource teachers back in classroom
Magnet teaching units
Unit allocation recalculation
Repurpose/close schools
Junior Museum contract
Athletic trainers’ contract
Driver education car rental contract
Summer school make-up
Facility department
Revenue increases
District fund balance
Energy initiatives

$1,300,000
$755,000
$375,000
$300,000
$41,000
$619,250
$695,000
$740,000
$800,000
$600,000
$524,250
$1,982,000
$3,500,000
$16,000
$100,000
$64,000
$35,000
$450,000
$154,500
$2,250,000
$300,000

Proposed cut amount

Source: Bay District Schools


