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Operator:  Welcome to the TNT Raising the Bar Season 2 conference call with Mark-Paul Gosselaar.  Today’s conference is being recorded.  
At this time, we’ll turn the conference over to Maya Brooks.  Please go ahead.
Maya Brooks:  Hi, thank you all so much for joining the Mark-Paul Gosselaar conference call.  Just wanted to let you all know that a transcript of this call will be available by Monday afternoon and please reach out to the TNT publicist that you work with to get this information.  
Also, just a reminder that Raising the Bar will premiere on Monday, June 8, at 10 pm on TNT.  Right now the conference is open for questions.  If you have a question, please press star 1.  And I’m going to turn it over to the operator for all your questions.  Thank you.
Operator:  And again, ladies and gentlemen, that’s star 1.  We’ll take our first question from Alex Davies with Flash News.  
Alex Davies:  Hi, Mark; thanks so much for doing the call today.  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Well, (hey), the Mark-Paul Gosselaar conference call; that sounds so official.  
Alex Davies:  I know right.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Yeah I know, press star 1.  Sorry, I don’t want to digress.
Alex Davies:  No, no worries.  So the big thing this season that people have been talking about is the hair and that you’re getting rid of it, you’re cutting it on the show.  So …
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Yes, I’m getting it cut.  I’m not getting rid of it.
Alex Davies:  Oh yes.  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  That would be bad at 35.
Alex Davies:  Yes, exactly.  So now how did you – I mean how was that for you?  I mean getting – I mean you grew out this hair, you had this kind of whole look and now you like, for the show, you’re cutting it off.  How does – how did that go for you?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  You know it was done for the character and it was – the original – the initial hair was done for the character as well.  And it seemed to work for the storyline.  Basically, Jerry is doing it for a client who’s on trial.  And Jerry is a bit more tactical this year; he’s smarter. He’s a very smart and bright attorney and he’s using his brain and his mind more than just his voice.  So Jerry, this year you know the example by cutting his hair is just – is working the system a little bit better.
But for me personally, the hair, it’s hair.  I mean, it’ll grow back.  If we decide to have it longer that’s fine.  If we decide to keep it short, that’s fine.  It’s sort of an experiment and a work in progress kind of thing.
Alex Davies:  OK.  And now how has your family or anybody – how have they reacted to the new ‘do?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  My wife likes it better this way.  My son as well.  He was getting confused on why dad had longer hair than some of the women in his school.  
Alex Davies:  Really?  That’s so cute.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  But my daughter you know she’s 3 and she’s only known me with long hair and she had a hard time kind of dealing with the new look, but everything’s fine.  It’s hair.  
You know for me it was one of those things, I put so little effort into my hair and what you saw last year was the way that Jerry and myself would actually do our hair.  We just don’t.  And over the negative and positive press of the hair, I kept going, really?  I mean, this is such a big you know talking point?  This is what people are getting from our show?  
So you know from that point of view as well is that we were, with the haircut, we’re not distracting the audience.  We don’t want to take away from the stories and characters.  And if … 
Alex Davis:  Right.  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  … my hair was taking away in any way, from what’s really important on the show, then we needed to do something about it.  So like I said, we’ll see how this works and then we’ll go from there.
Alex Davies:  Yes.  I’m sure it will – it’ll work out fine.  I – I haven’t seen – I didn’t see if there were any promos for the new look, but people are like kind of all up in arms and yes, it’s silly.  It is hair.  So, I don’t know.  Well, great.  You know I – I’m going to go ahead and let someone else jump in.  Thank you so much.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Thank you.
Operator:  We’ll move on to Kristyn Clarke with Popculturemadness.com.  
Kristyn Clarke:  Hi, thank you so much for taking our calls today.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Well, thank you.
Kristyn Clarke:  And my first question is, what about your role as Jerry continues to challenge you?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Well, the challenging thing is you know is we don’t hear from this side of the criminal justice system all that often.  You don’t hear too much about public defenders and their clients.  So it’s you know these – the stories that they’re coming up with – and a lot of them are true because our co-creator is David Feige, who is a public defender for 15 years.  They’re extremely challenging.  You find yourself as you know as an individual going, this really happens?  I mean this isn’t something that you guys completely made up in left field?  And that’s what challenges us to find the compassion in these people, these clients.  These are human beings.  
But you know the amazing thing that I found from – that I learned from preparing from this role is that Jerry isn’t unusual.  There are thousands of passionate, dedicated public defenders out there every day who are fighting against a system that they think is terribly stacked against the poor and the powerless.  So you know this isn’t – we just don’t hear from them because it’s really not a sexy thing to hear about public defenders and their clients.  
Kristyn Clarke:  Right.  So you know I guess as a follow-up, is there a certain type of role that you would like to someday tackle that you haven’t already played?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Yes, I’d like to play you know I say this now and when you’re sitting in the chair you know every morning getting about 3 hours of prosthetic makeup on you that it wouldn’t feel so good; but something to the effect that would completely change my appearance where I’d have to sit in the chair you know and get something done.  Whether it’s you know something physically altering.  
You know I love watching some of these film actors that completely change their looks to tackle a role.  I’d like to do something like that.  Whether it’s something I’d played before, but just to alter your appearance.  And I say that – that sounds good now, and of course, a month into filming and you’ve been sitting on the chair for hours, it becomes a bit tedious.  But I don’t know, some role where I change my appearance completely.  Not just the hair.
Kristyn Clarke:  OK.  Thank you.
Operator:  We’ll move on to Natalie Abrams with E Online.  
Natalie Abrams:  Hi, Mark; how’s it going?  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Howdy.
Natalie Abrams:  So you know he has sort of have a of knight-in-shining-armor complex.  How is that going to get him in trouble this season?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  This season?  I mean it pretty much got him into trouble last season.  
Natalie Abrams:  Yes.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  That’s the charm of Jerry.  You know he – he does things in his passion.  You know leads him to say and do things that a more prudent person would just keep in, but you know that his charm.  He’s devoted to his cause.  But like I said, he tends to rely sometimes too much on his voice last season and we’re wanting you to see how bright and smart this attorney is.  He really is a, you know, one of the best attorneys in the room at times and we want to expose that.
Natalie Abrams:  I know he pushed it pretty far last season as far like he’s, you know, ended up behind bars before, but is there any point in Season 2 where he just pushes it beyond his control?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Not yet.  And you know one of the you know the differences that you see is right off the bat in episode 1 with the haircut.  How we made it work was that Jerry is willing to back down.  
Basically the whole reason for the haircut was through the jury process, through the voir dire, the potential jury member says to Jerry that he doesn’t trust him.  And I question him.  I say, “Well, what don’t you trust about me?”  And he goes, “Well, just your appearance.  You look like a dirty hippy.”  And I get my hair cut and I clean myself up to show this person that you – I don’t want to take away from the facts of the case, so once again, Jerry’s become tactical, and you know and not – last season, I think Jerry would have just told that guy to go do something with himself and kind of put his fist higher up in the air, but this year he seems to be showing a little bit of a restraint.  His passion and his dedication hasn’t waned in the least, but you know he’s just becoming more aware.
Natalie Abrams:  Right.  Well, one more question real quick.  Do you guys have any guest starts coming up this season?  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Oh man, we have so many great guest stars.  The guest stars are what the show revolves around.  We have these stories that we tell on the show we really need some good guest stars and then we get them.  It’s, I mean, we’ve just had such a great – I just thank the casting that they’re able to get these great actors.  But John Michael Higgins is coming on as a judge for roughly about six or seven episodes.  Very talented actor.  And yes we just – our show revolves around these actors and they’ve – they don’t let us down.
Natalie Abrams:  Awesome.  Thank you so much.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Thank you.
Operator:  Will Glover with Panama City News Herald.
Will Glover:  Hi great to talk to you today.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Hey, howdy.
Will Glover:  I have to say first that growing up, I used to watch you on Saved by the Bell so …
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Awesome.  Well, then you’re going to have to watch the Jimmy Fallon Show on June 8 … 
Will Glover:  Oh.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  … because we’re going to be doing some Saved by the Bell antics.
Will Glover:  My question for you is, are there any issues that are coming up this season that are particularly special or took added significance to you?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  No, just I think we, you know, we built a very strong foundation last year with the show.  We only had 10 episodes to work with so it was – it felt a bit rushed.  We’re doing 15 this year.  It seems that, you know, we’re able to broaden these characters.  The word that, you know, we use a lot on this show now, to describe what we’re doing this upcoming season, is more. 
We just have more complex, interesting cases, more characters, you know, with the new judge, Judge Farnsworth, played by John Michael Higgins brings another perspective to the bench.  There’s more arguments and clashes with the prosecutors and the judges.  You know – just more romance.  We have some great romances brewing.  So yes, more.  
Will Glover:  Thank you.
Operator:  And again as a reminder if you’d like to ask a question, it’s star 1.  We’ll move on to Sarah Mule with Palm Beach Post.
Sarah Mule:  Hey there, how are you?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Good how are you?
Sarah Mule:  Good.  I was wondering if working on “NYPD Blue” prepared you at all for your role on a different side of the legal process with this show.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  No, it didn’t, but I always laugh because, you know, I was on one side of the criminal justice system on “Blue” and now I’m on the complete opposite side and I always laugh at that irony.  But it just prepares me in the sense that I can use my anger that Jerry has towards, you know, the people on that side.  You know, I can use that because I can relate to what he thinks of them.  You know, a lot of the times on “Blue,” we would apprehend a potential criminal and he may not have done this crime, but if he didn’t do this one, he did something else.
Sarah Mule:  Right.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  And that just, you know, for Jerry, he’s very aware of that, and so I use that.  But, you know, a lot of the people that we had on “Blue” also guest star on this show as well.  And you know now that they’re criminals – they were criminals on “Blue,” but now they’re cops and I’m, in their mind, a criminal.  
You know, Jerry is now the bad one.  Just yesterday, I had a guy say to me he was on “Blue” and I would beat him up, Sipowicz and I, and now he’s on the bench – I’m sorry, he’s in the witness box and he’s a doctor.  And he says to me, he goes, “Boy, you’re really evil now.”  And I – I just – I got a kick out of that he – that the tables were turned now.  That he thought I was evil.
Sarah Mule:  Yes, there definitely was some irony there.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Yes, but no.  It’s fun to play both sides now and to see it from both sides, from a personal standpoint, especially when I did research for this role, much like I did research for “NYPD Blue.”
Sarah Mule:  Was there a lot of research that went into?  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  No more than usual.  It was just different.  I needed to see, you know, my education about the legal system was from watching old episodes of Law and Order … 
Sarah Mule:  Right.  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  … and “NYPD Blue,” but that’s sort of leaning towards the right.  It’s from that perspective.  And this is showing the, you know, the other side, which I wasn’t aware of.  So I needed to see it for myself and go with the co-creator David Feige, who, as I said, was a public defender.  And I worked with the Bronx defenders in the Bronx and saw what they do.
Sarah Mule:  Great.  Thank you.  
Operator:  And as a final reminder, that’s star 1 if you’d like to ask a question.  Courtney Hedberg with Pass the Remote.
Courtney Hedberg:  Hey, Mark; thanks for doing the call today.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Hey, thanks for having me.
Courtney Hedberg:  Hey.  I just wanted to know, I really enjoyed watching the relationship kind of slow burn between Bobbi and Jerry last year.  And I was just wondering can we expect to see a little bit more of that or do, you know, can you tell us without telling us maybe how the characters are going to continue to pursue that or maybe it might get even more dicey with the divorce thing going on?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Yes, I mean she still has the divorce as something that she needs to clear up first.  There definitely is a slow boil.  We’re working on episode 6 right now, and it’s still, nothing has, you know, it’s just been that – we’re just rolling along.  We ebb and flow just like a relationship, you know, would.  
But yes, she has to take care of the divorce first and as of yet, it’s, you know, something that we’re using.  I (do) think it’s very interesting, you know, her relationship with her ex-husband, or wanting-to-be ex-husband, but that makes for some great drama for her character as well as mine.  And it’s (just such) an added bonus for the – for the relationship.  But, you know, we have 15 episodes so we’re going to – I think we’re taking our time, which is good.
Courtney Hedberg:  Yes, it’s really good.  You and Natalie are very – I don’t know, you just play off each other very well.  Do you guys rehearse any of that or is it just kind of organic, in the moment?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  No, no.  We rehearse – I mean I’m not taking her out to dinner or anything.  I think my wife would – wait, wait, what is this?  No, it’s work, honey.
Courtney Hedberg:  Yes, right.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Trust me, trust me, it’s just work.  I mean, you know, she’s a great actor and we rehearse obviously before the scenes and if there’s something that we need to discuss we have table reads and stuff, so we’re, you know, very aware.  
But, you know, we have a history.  She was on “Saved by the Bell: The New Class” way back in the day.  We’ve known each other for many years, so we have a – we’re very comfortable with each other.  But it’s just – I think it comes down to she’s just a really good actor, and she can just, you know, kind of fall into that role.  And, you know, for me it’s just being able to – I mean she’s absolutely beautiful.  It’s very easy for me to, you know, have that twinkle in my eye when I see her.
Courtney Hedberg:  Yes.  Well you guys have great chemistry and I just – I was wondering if you could just sum up maybe what you’re really most hopeful for the second season as compared to the first season.  What the – what you hope the viewers see this year as opposed to what we might have seen last year.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Well, I – I hope that they can enjoy the show you know as much as they did last year.  And, you know, there’s a sort of confidence that you have with a second season and I think it overall makes the show better.  
And I hope – I hope that, you know, with that confidence, you know, it sort of relaxes the audience as well because an audience sometimes watches the show and doesn’t want to get too involved with it because they’re not sure if the time that they invest in it is going to add up and it’s going to get canceled after the first season.  
Having a second season, I think it really sort of calms an audience down.  They can enjoy the show, invest the time into the characters and into the stories and know that they’re not going to get, you know, the show’s going to be on for 15 episodes.  It’s not going to be taken off the air.
Courtney Hedberg:  Well, it’s great.  I look forward to it.  Best of luck with it.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Thank you, I appreciate that.
Operator:  We’ll move onto Will Glover with Panama City News Herald.
Will Glover:  Hi, again.  
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Hi.
Will Glover:  I wanted to ask you, for someone joining the show in the second season, what do you think is the most important thing or things they should know about season 1?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Well, you know, the show is not your typical – well, I shouldn’t say it’s not your typical, but it’s unlike the legal dramas that we’ve seen in the past.  You know, we deal – we’re not a how show and we’re a why.  Why did this person do that?  You know the truth about most crimes is they’re really driven by really basic things; poverty, jealousy, desperation.  You know, and you sort of stick a label on people for their crime. 
But what this show does so effectively is tell the story behind the case you know allowing the audience, allowing you to see the clients the way their lawyers do and when that happens, guilty or innocent becomes, you know much more muddy and less clear.  So that’s basically our show in a nutshell is that it’s allowing you to see the gray in criminal justice system.  And it makes it unlike other legal dramas.
Will Glover:  Is it a gray area that before (starting) on this character, playing this character you knew exists?  Has it kind of expanded your view of what the legal system is about?
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Oh, it’s definitely changed my point of view of the system.  I was aware of the gray maybe when it was (perceived) as something that might have hit home for me, but for the most part, like I said my education was “NYPD Blue” and “Law and Order,: and then of course you see, you know, the quirky – the quirky legal dramas, “Boston Legal” and what-not, but those are – the defense attorneys are getting paid a lot of money.  
Our show deals with, you know, people that are not, that are being paid nothing to make a difference, using the power of their law degree to help the powerless.  So it definitely changed my point of view.  I can be cynical now towards the other side whereas before I was definitely more cynical to the side I’m on now.
Will Glover:  Thanks and good luck with the show.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar:  Thank you.
Operator:  And that does conclude the question-and-answer session.  Ms. Brooks, I’ll turn the call back over to you.
Maya Brooks:  Thank you so much and thanks everyone for participating in the conference call this afternoon.  Just a reminder to please tune in to see the second season of Raising the Bar on TNT on June 8 beginning at 10 pm thank you all.
Operator:  That does conclude today’s conference.  Thank you for your participation.
END
