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Operator:  Welcome to the Timothy Hutton Conference Call II.  Today's conference is being recorded.

At this time, I'd like to turn the conference over to Ms. Erin with TNT. Please go ahead.
Erin Naman:  Hello and thanks for joining us for this conference call with Timothy Hutton in support of Leverage on TNT.

Season two of Leverage premieres Wednesday, July 15, at 9/8 Central.

Tomorrow a transcript of this call will be available.

When the floor is open for questions, please ask one question at a time. If you have a follow-up question, please queue up again.

I'll now throw it back to Nancy to give instructions on how to signal your question.
Operator:  Thank you.  To ask a question, please press star 1 on your touchtone telephone. If you are on a speakerphone, please remember to remove your mute function so that your signal may reach our equipment. Again, that is star 1 if you'd like to ask a question.

And our first question comes from Lisa Steinberg from Starry Constellation. Please go ahead.
Lisa Steinburg:  Hello, Mr. Hutton. It's a pleasure to speak with you.
Timothy Hutton:  Hello.
Lisa Steinburg:  I enjoy watching Leverage for the action and for the humor that brings out so much levity in the show. Why do you think that people continue to watch this show, though?
Timothy Hutton:  Well I think for those reasons, you know. Also the fun that the different characters in the show have, working off of each other. The chemistry of the cast, I think, comes through. We all like each other enormously and enjoy working with each other. And they are just well written parts -- interact really well.

You know, one of the other things I think that people enjoy is the Plan B of it all. I mean the team often sets out with a very specific way they're going to go about going after somebody, and they have to change courses in the middle. And all doing their parts, some by infiltrating, some by sneaking into a building or something or taking on another character, and I think all that becomes a lot of fun for audiences.
Lisa Steinburg:  Wonderful. Thank you.
Timothy Hutton:  Thanks.
Operator:  And our next question comes from Kristyn Clarke from PopCultureMadness.com.

Kristyn Clarke:  Thank you for taking our call today.
Timothy Hutton:  Sure.
Kristyn Clarke:  I was curious; we saw a lot of back-story from your character in the first season. How much back-story will we see revealed to some of the other members of Nate's team in this coming season?
Timothy Hutton:  Well I think, you know, there will be some of that with all of the characters. The thing that was used in the first season of flashing back to learn a little bit more about all the characters in the show. You know, where Eliot comes from -- Parker, Hardison, and Sophie -- different experiences that they've had.

There are often times when in the middle of a scene and someone will say, "Oh, I remember when I did something like that." And then everyone looks at the character and then there's a flashback, and it's an extreme example of what was just being talked about. And they are kind of funny moments. And poignant too, at times -- it could give you an insight into all the different characters and where they've all come from.
Kristyn Clarke:  Great, thank you.
Timothy Hutton:  Thanks.
Operator:  And we'll take our next question from John Lewinski from AOL.
John Lewinski:  Hello there. Thanks.  My question is I show over the years you'd had a lot of offers for different television material here and there. What drew you to this project in particular and why you decided to take it on?

Timothy Hutton:  Well this is a great script, when I read it. You know, it had everything. It had great strong characters, strong plot. I thought it had a lot of appeal, potentially, people watching it. A lot of growth with the characters going in different directions. A lot of conflict.

It just kind of had it all. A good starting place for the character that I'd be playing. You know, the guy basically has nothing left and everything is falling apart -- no job, marriage with south, and terrible tragedy with his son. And as a starting place for his character who's trying to get out from under that, I thought it was really good.

And I also liked that it was the kind of series that wouldn't be continuous lines. So each show had its own kind of dynamic to it, and almost like making separate little movies.

And, yes, there is some continuation of story lines, you know, such as Nate and Sophie. And perhaps down the road the second season things evolving, you know, Parker, Hardison, and Eliot.

But I really was taken with it and talked to the writers and Dean Devlin. And felt like this would be something that would be really interesting to do for a couple of years or more and, you know, I wanted to be apart of it.
John Lewinski:  Okay. Thank you.
Timothy Hutton:  Thanks.
Operator:  And moving on to our next question, we'll go to Brittany Wells with The2Cents.com.

Brittany Wells:  Hello. I was listening and wanted to say, as a fan it's a huge honor to be on the phone with you.
Timothy Hutton:  Oh, thanks.
Brittany Wells:  The first thing I wanted to ask was the driving force behind Nate's character when we were introduced to him was the loss of his son and him going to out to get revenge for that. Was there any concern for you with bringing that storyline to a conclusion right away at the end of the first season?

Timothy Hutton:  No, I thought that it kind of paced itself out pretty well. You know, you had an indication in the pilot of what happened, and then 12 shows later you really got to see, you know, exactly how it impacted his life, what the circumstances were, how much is ex-wife knew, and how that affected their relationship.

And I thought getting to that place was important. I think everybody did, you know, to kind of tie that part of Nate's life up and now deal with who is he today instead of living in the past so much and being driven by past circumstance.

It was time to kind of, you know, get into storytelling involving who he is now and having all that behind him and can he function well? Can he maintain this line of work? And, you know, certain details within that, such as the drinking and whether or not that's a continuation.

And it was determined that, you know, it would be interesting to have him not be drinking anymore and to look at drinking as something that absolutely terrifies him because of loss of control. Whereas the first season being sober was something that absolutely terrified him because of the exposure to reality.

So those are very different dynamics going on.
Brittany Wells:  Oh, thank you.
Operator:  And we'll take out next question from Dru Moorehouse from E! Online.

Dru Moorehouse:  Hello. As a huge fan of A Nero Wolf Mystery it's great to talk to you.
Timothy Hutton:  Oh, thanks.
Dru Moorehouse:  And I wanted to say we're so excited to see Kari Matchett on the show and wondering how the romance is going to proceed there, if any, with Nate? And also if you could talk a little bit about the romance between Park and Hadison this season?
Timothy Hutton:  Well let's see. Starting with the romance between Parker and Hardison, I don't think I'm allowed to say anything about that, other than to say that people that watched the first season and found that, you know, as many people did, to be interesting, I think they won't be disappointed where that's headed. It's not what people would expect, I could say that.

The relationship between Kari Matchett's character as Nathan's wife, that something - we're going to see Kari again. We're going to see Kari Matchett again. We're going to see that character again, it just hasn't been determined exactly in what way. But she's definitely going to be back and we're going to be happy about that.
Dru Moorehouse:  Is there any chance for reconciliation?

Timothy Hutton:  With that character?
Dru Moorehouse:  No, with their marriage?

Timothy Hutton:  Oh, with their marriage? Well there's always a chance for that, but I think Nate has a lot of work cut out for him before that would ever happen. But there's certainly a chance for that, yes.
Dru Moorehouse:  All right. Thank you.
Operator:  We'll take our next question from Will Glover from The Panama City News Herald.
Will Glover:  Hello. Thanks for talking with us today.

Timothy Hutton:  Sure.
Will Glover:  ((inaudible)). Talk to us about Gina Bellman and the interaction between your character and hers. (What might we) be able to expect this season?
Timothy Hutton:  I'm sorry, I didn't hear the very end of that.

Will Glover:  And what we might be able to expect between them this season?
Timothy Hutton:  With the Sophie and Nate characters?
Will Glover:  Yes.
Timothy Hutton:  Yes, well season two starts out with Nate and Sophie running into each other in kind of an interesting way that's been orchestrated by one of the five. And Nate learned something about Sophie's current life that he wasn't expecting, as it certainly impacts whether or not they're going to get together or not.

But by the time you get to the seventh show of the second season, one we're actually filming right now, a lot gets determined about Sophie and Nate. And I hate to sound so vague or cryptic, it's just I don't want to let out too much, other than to say it (tracts) in a rather interesting way.
Will Glover:  Thanks.
Timothy Hutton:  Thank you.
Operator:  And we'll take our next question from Cynthia Boris from SheKnows.com.

Cynthia Boris:  Hello Tim.
Timothy Hutton:  Hello.
Cynthia Boris:  You guys made a move to Portland this year.

Timothy Hutton:  We sure did.
Cynthia Boris:  Can you talk a little bit about that? Does it feel any different? What's it like filming up there?
Timothy Hutton:  Oh well, love filming up here. Just really, really am having a great time being in this city. I ride my bike to the set everyday. I have my dog here. I've got a place here for the time that I'm going to be up here, because it's six months. And it's just a great city to be in, to be working in.

And for the series it provides so many different looks. We're able to be here and film a show that's supposed to take place in Nebraska, for example, and it's just minutes outside the city. And we have that look.

We have, you know, water, ocean, river. You know, it's a big port town. So you have that.

It's just an incredible place, Portland.


You know, we're going to be doing a show on a big tanker ship and it's just visually, very stunning. Everyone's liking it a lot. And we're hoping that if there is a third season that we would be back here.
Cynthia Boris:  You have a favorite eatery yet, some place we can recommend?
Timothy Hutton:  If I do that...
Cynthia Boris:  Then you won't be able to go anymore.
Timothy Hutton:  I'll just say there are a lot of places we've discovered that are really, really terrific. It's a great restaurant town. And yes, everyday we're discovering more and more places. And yes, everyone just loves it up here.
Cynthia Boris:  Super, great. Well thanks. I can't wait to see the new season.
Timothy Hutton:  Thanks.
Operator:  As a reminder, that is star 1, if you'd like to ask a question; also if you have a follow-up question.

We will take a follow-up question now from Kristyn Clarke from PopCultureMadness.com.
Kristyn Clarke:  Hello again.
Timothy Hutton:  Hello.

Kristyn Clarke:  How important do you feel it is that the comedic aspect stays in the series to kind of break up the drama?
Timothy Hutton:  Well, you know, I think it's important. I think it's something that developed as we went along. We found that as a group we kind of enjoyed riffing off each other and getting a banter going.

Some of the humor on the show is improvised and that started with the pilot and found its way through the whole first season and happening in the second season we're filming now.

You know, they are interesting, quirky, dysfunctional characters. And put five of them together and all of them not used to working with other people. And there's going to be dramatic conflict and there's also going to be some comedic moments.

And some of the cons where we take on different identifies as a part of the con, those can be humorous as well. And I think it's important for the show, good for the show. I think audiences like that.

I mean if the show took itself, you know, too seriously as some sort of holier-than-thou vigilante show, I don't think it would be as much fun to watch.
Kristyn Clarke:  Great, thank you.
Timothy Hutton:  Thanks.
Operator:  And we will take our next caller Will Glover from The Panama City News Herald.
Will Glover:  Hello again.
Timothy Hutton:  Hello.

Will Glover:  I wanted to ask you can we expect any multi-episode story arcs that you can reveal?
Timothy Hutton:  No, we're not planning on any right now.  You know, there's going to be two, because of the way Leverage is going to air, a really interesting way. We're going to go on July 15. And I mean it's actually kind of the way I believe Closer and Saving Grace where you do seven shows and you have a break. And then you end up a couple of months or so later showing the remaining eight. So you kind of split the season up a bit.

What that provides for is the seventh show, which we're filming right now as a matter of fact, becomes kind of its own midseason finale. And then we pick up with, you know, new interesting situations going on with teams for Episode Eight.

So as far as contiguous lines, things like that, characters coming in and out, there is some of that. But we've all made a decision to keep that under wraps, because there's going to be some interesting character arcs and development in some people we've not seen before, that come into the Leverage mix.
Will Glover:  (All right). Thank you very much.
Timothy Hutton:  Thanks.
Operator:  As a final reminder, that is star 1 if you'd like to ask a question.

And there are no further questions. I'll turn the conference back over to Ms. Erin Naman with TNT.
Erin Naman:  Great, thank you.  
Thanks Timothy.

Timothy Hutton:  Sure.
Erin Naman:  And thanks to everyone for joining us today. Again a transcript will be available tomorrow.

Leverage premieres Wednesday, July 15, 9/8 Central on TNT.

Thanks and have a great day.
Operator:  And that concludes today's presentation. Thank you for your participation.
END

