
H L.j),.,..'.:..".n...'
Childh'''/'' f.HTlilit...,

~-=-i..,-~, I'~
"",,="=

t

State of Florida

Department of Children and Families

Charlie Crist
Governor

George H. Sheldon
Secretary

Steve Holmes
Regional Director

Dedrick Review (Initial)

Alleged Victim: Shannon Lee Dedrick
Date of Birth: March 11, 2009

Alleged Perpetrator: Crystina Lynn Mercer (mother)
James Dedrick (father)

Other Household Members:

Purpose of Review
The purpose of this review is to determine the prior involvement the Department of Children and
Families has had on the above subjects, specifically the alleged victim, and the adequacy of actions
taken to ensure child safety, provide the family with needed services, ensure engagement and
cooperation of services, and to determine if the appropriate level of risk and safety was made by the
Department.

The review is based on information obtained via Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN).

Prior Investigation
2009-049087

On March 23, 2009, the Florida Abuse Hotline accepted a call concerning substance misuse by the

mot~ynn Mercer, father, James Dedrick, and other household members ~
and The alleged victim was twelve day old, Shannon Lee Dedrick. The allegatIOns
are as follows:

"Mom is emotionally handicapped, suffers from ADHD, and is bipolar. All the adults in the
home are smoking marijuana and cigarettes around Shannon. Mom was told at the hospital
not to smoke around Shannon because she couldn't take it. Mom is always looking for
places to dump Shannon off."

Supplemental allegations were made on the same day, March 23, 2009.

"The four adults in the home smoke a lot of marijuana and cigarettes. The mother used
marijuana during her pregnancy with Shannon. 2 weeks ago, the home was thick with
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Mission: Protect the Vulnerable, Promote Strong and Economically Self-Sufficient Families, and
Advance Personal and Family Recovery and Resiliency




