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ADDRESS OF DEFENDAT ELYSE ANGELINA TKUCO, .IWa ELYSE ANGELLhA BUSHEL C/O PAREYT OR 
GUARDIAN 95 BAYOU RD. SANTA ROSA BEACH. FI. 

1) DUI MANSLAUGHTER (8821) 
2) DUI WITH SERIOUS BODILY INJURY (5404) 

IN THE NAME AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA % ! 
IN  THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WALTON COUNTY, FLBRIDA a 

DIRECT F L E D  INFORMATION 
-J C 
0- - 

STATE OF FLORIDA. 

VS . 

ELYSE ANGELINA TIRICO, alkla ELYSE ANGELINA BUSHEE 

WILLIAM EDDINS. STATE A'ITORNEY FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA, PROSECUTR'IG FOR THE 
STATE OFFLORIDA, CHARGES THAT ELYSE AriGELINATIRJCO. &a ELYSE ANGELINABUSHEE onor  about January 
4,2009, at and in Walton County, Florida, did unlawfully drive or be in the actual physical control of a behicle while under the influence 
ofalcoholic beverages, any chemical substance set fonh in Section 877.11 I .  Florida Statutes. or anv substance controlled under Chanter 

~ ~- - 

893 Flor~da Statut~s. and was alfected to the extent that hjs or her normal facult~e opera1107 'Clhe 
veh~clc dtd tau% or ~ o s u ~ b u t r  10 causlng the death ot a b a n  bemg, to-wt: . lo v~olatlon of 
Secuons 3 16.193(l) and 316193(3)(a)(b)(c)j a.. Flonda Stamtcs. (F2-L8) 

COUNT 2: AND YOUR INFORMANT AFORESAID, PROSECUTING AS AFORESAID. ON HIS OATEl AFORESAD, FURTHER 
INFORMATION MAKES THAT ELYSE ANGELINATIRICO, alkiaELYSE ANGELINABUSHEE o n o r  about January 4,2009, 
at and in Walton County, Florida, did unlawfully drive or be in theactual physical wnuol of a vehicle while under the intluence of alcoholic 
beverages, any chemical subslance set fonh in Section 877.11 1. Florida Statutes, or any substance controlled under Chapter 893, Florida 
Statutes, and was affected to the extent that his or her normal faculties were impaired, and by reason of such operation of the vehicle did 
cause or contribute to causing serious bodily injury to another, to-wit: , in violation of Sections 316.193(1) and 
316.193(3)(a)(b)(c)2., Florida Statutes. (F3-L7) 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF WALTON 

Before me penonally appeared the underi~~med der~guled Asslitant State Attorney for the Fust Judtc~al Clr;u~t oiFlorlda, bang 
personally k n o w  to me. and who first betng duly sworn. says that the allegallon< set fonh lnthe foregome tnformation arc baed  on fach 
that have been sworn as truc. and whicnrPlilh. would_cunittrute thc offense there charecd. INI  sa~d Ai.lslant State Anorncy har recelvcd 
testimony und%,oath h m  a mater ia l#i tnes~ wy$sses for the offense and that thiiprosecution is instituted in good fa& 
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FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL 



V, silver in color. The vehicle idenMcation 

number is SALNY12275A45B454. This vehicle displays a valid Florida registration number of L989AY, with ar 

expiration of January 2010. This vehicle is currently registered in Florida to Elyse A. Bushee, 95 Bayou Rd., Santa 

Rosa Beach, Florida 32459. V-I is equipped with an automatic transmission. The steering is power assisted. The 

brake system is hydraulically operated disc in the front and drum in the rear. V-I is equipped with a combination laq 

belt and shoulder harness occupant restraint system on the driver and passenger side. V-I is equipped with a 

driver and passenger side airbag. There is seating available in the rear of V-1 for three occupants and each seat is 

equipped with a combination lap belt and shoulder harness. This vehicle has no special equipment or modifications. 

Occupant: V-I: Driver: Dl: Elyse Angelina Bushee, 72 Legion Park Loop, Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32550. Dl 

is a 16-year-old white female. D-I holds a valid class "I? Florida Driver License; number 8200-201-92-531-0, 

expiring on January 31, 2014. D-I did not have any restrictions or endorsements on her driver license. Dl was 

not using the occupant restraint system; this was observed by Walton Fire Rescue personnel when they arrived or 

16-year-old white female. P-1 was the right front passenger in V-I and verbally stated to me that she was no' 

wearing the occupant restraint device at the time of the crash. 

Occupant: V-1: Passenger: P-2: 449 Waterview Cove Drive, Freeport, Florida 32439. 

P-2 is a 16-year-old white female. P-2 was the right rear passenger in V-1 and she was observed by Fire Rescue 

personnel wearing the passenger restraint device provided for the seat that she was occupying. I was informed by 

P-I that P-2 was at the house party with her and Dl from the time they arrived at the party to the time they left. 

Upon my arrival, I was able to determine that V-I was traveling northbound in the northbound lane of County Road 

83 A (East Bay Loop Road), when Dl failed to stop for the stop sign located at the intersection of State Road 20 

(Main Street) and County Road 83 A (East Bay Loop Road). 

1 

b". - 
toxicology report, crash report, witness statement 

. .I 
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DI 

Cpl.EricR.Diaz . <  - .. ) A-Crestview 
OllrrH.lm..,W-1 I). UL -To - 10 4 DL 

'the scene, along with D-1's front passenger stating that she was not wearing it at the time of the crash. 

On January 4, 2009, at 4:24 A.M., I made contact w i t h  the right front passenger in V-1. In 

!speaking t o ,  she stated that she along with Dl and a second passenger in the vehicle were traveling to 

i h o u s e ,  located at 261 Don Graff Road, Freeport, Florida, for a sleep over. - stated that they 

jwere leaving a house party located at 1393 East Bay Loop Road, Freeport, Florida, that was being given by a 

Frwport High School student with his father present at the time of the party and that alcohol was P ing  served at 

the party. s t a t e d  that they left the party about 11:45 P.M. on January 3.2009 because she had a curfew 

of midnight. I s o  stated that they made no stops between leaving the house party and the crash. 

I have not been able to speak to D-I or her father to obtain any other background information pertaining to this 



boltle into custody and submitted it into evidence. 
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I-'- FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL 1 

stated in her interview that D-1 along with P-2 had picked her up from her house earlier in the evening on January 

3, 2008 and all three headed over to a party on East Loop Road, s t a t e d  that while they were at the 

party everyone was drinking and playing beer pong, a drinking game, along with herself, D-1 and P- 

stated that the three of them were passing around a bottle of Malibu rum and taking sips and drinking beer while a 

the party. t a t e d  that at 11:27 P.M. she told D-1 and P-2 that they needed to leave because she had a 

midnight curfew and that the three of them needed to leave and that Dl and P-2 where going to stay the night a 

f 

to get people to move the four vehicles. s t a t e d  that there was an altercation between D-1 and a perwn 

at the party in regards to Dl backing V-1 into there vehicle. stated that D-1 and the other person 

worked it out and the three girls left the party. s t a t e d  that as they were traveling northbound on East 

Bay Loop Road, P-2 asked D-1 i f  she wanted her to drive and D-1 stated that she was okay. s t a t e d  tha 

as they traveled on East Bay Loop Road that D-1 was driving V-1 all over the road, V-1 traveled off of the roadway 

and almost struck a mail ~ box. 

passed a stop sign and struck an oak tree s t a t e d  that after striking the oak tree she came too. shq 



and 0.102 gramsofethyl alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood. 
At the time of this collision it was dark, early morning. The temperature was 61 degrees Fahrenheit; the 
Relative Humidity was 90 percent. The winds were calm, the skies' cloudy, light rain, and the pavement 
was wet. Weather conditions did not contribute to this collision. Weather information was obtained from 
www.wunderground.com. 
Ion January 6, 2009, Doctor Andrea Minyard. Okaloosa County Medical Examiner, performed an autopsd 
Ion P-2 at the Medical Examiners m ice  located at 206 Staff Drive, Ft. Walton Bch., Florida. ~ o c t o l  

river of ~ T w a s  operating her vehicle northbound in the northbound lane of county Road 83 A (Eas I$ Loop Road) when D-1 failed to stop for a stop sign located at the intersection of State Road 20 (Maii 
Street) and County Road 83 A (East Bay Loop Road) traveling through the intersection and on to a dirt 
sewice road were V-1 stnrck an oak tree. After careful review of the facts of this case, I have determined 
that D-I , Mrs. Elyse A. Bushee, violated the following State Statutes: 
(1) Driving under the influence. as set forth in Florida Statute 

I 

316.193(1)(2)(a)(b). 
2.) Driving under the influence; DUI Manslaughter, as set forth in Florida Statute 
316.1 93(1)(a)(c)(3)(a)(b)(c)3ab(l)(ll) 
3.) Driving under the influence; Serious bodily injury to another, as set forth in 
Florida Statute 316.193(1)(a)(b)3(a)(b)(c)2 
4.) Vehicle entering stop or yield intersection, as set forth in Florida Statute 
316.123(1)(2)(a) 
5.) Possession of alcoholic beverage by persons under age 21 prohibited, as set forth in Florida 

Statute 562.1 11 (1) 

Minyard stated in her report that the cause of death of P-2 was "Mulple Blunt Force Injuries". Doctor 
Minyard did not take blood samples from P-2 for toxicology examination. 
On Sunday, January 4, 2009, at 12:05 A.M., a crash occurred north of the intersection of State Road 20 
(Main Street) and County Road 83 A (East Bay Loop Road). This crash occurred in the City of Freeport, 
Walton County, Florida. 'This collision involved 1 vehicle; a 2005 Land Rover Freelander, 2-door spof 
jkli vehicle. As a result of this investigation, I have determined that D-1, Mrs. Elyse A. Bushee, the 

mn- 
toxicology report, crash report, witness statement 
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Flor~oa Depamnent of Tallahassee Reglonal Opcntlons Center Charlie Crist, Governor 
Law Enforcement Post Oftice Box 1489 Bill McCollum, Anorney General 

Tallahassee. Florida 32302 Alex Sink, Chief Financial Officer 
Gerald M. Bailey 1-800-64 14627 Charles H. Bronson, Commissioner of 
Commissioner www.fdle.stete.fl.us Agriculture 

January l I, 2009 

TO: FHP - Crestview - Troop A FDLE NUMBER: 20090200036 
P.O. Box 1329 SUBMISSION: I 
Crestview, FL 325360000 AGENCY NUMBER: FHPA090FF000461 

AITN: Tpr. Mark Kemp SUBPOENAS PERTAWING M THIS CASE SHOULD 
REFER TO THE FDLE NUMBER. 

VICl'IM(S): - -~vibk \ / S T '  
SUBJECT(S): Elyse A Bushee RECEI v c 

I,Ai\l 1 7 .;:,.#:, 
OFFENSE(S): DUI Monica I. Fileger, M.S., FTS-ABFT - "' 'L ' "" "" 

Death Investigation Crime Laboratoy Analyst 
Walton County Toxicology Section 395(55p.5r1?! FBI:- 
114R009 

REFERENCE: 
This report has reference to the following exhibits which were submined to FDLE: On January 06,2009 b m  03 
700634500000 I7045693 - z 
EXHIBITfS): s xm 
I I Blood speclmen represented as being from Bushu. Elyse ;s %% 
RESULTIS): 8 F m  
I I 0 103 grams of ethyl alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood 

-0 c, 
fY 33 

I I 0.102 grams of ethyl alcohol per 100 milliliten of blood. E - I- 

REMARKfS): 
The requested drug t a t  will be the subject of a separate report. 

~ERTIPICATION : 
The analyst sign~ng above certifies that the analyst: holds a valid Florida Department of Law Enforcement Permit to Conduct 
Blood Alcohol Analyses: that a specimen which the record reflects was obtained from the above named subiect was 
analyzed; that the ~ l y s e s  were conducted in duplicate in accordance with the provisions of Chapter I 1  D-8  Florida 
Adminislrative Code using a gas chromtographic method and that the duplicate results agree within 0.01 grams per IOhnL. 

1 This report may be used in administrative proceedings pursuant to 322.2615. Florida Statutes. Fomard within 5 davs to the I I local &eau oi~dminisbative Reviews, 

Page I of 1 
Service lntegriry - Respect . Quality 
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My name is Becky Burkhart-Smith and I am m o m .  CLERK OF COURTS 

loop MAR25 A ~ 3 1  
-was killed on January4, 2009 while she was a passenger in a car drive 

by Elyse Bushee. Miss Bushee was driving under the influence of alcohol when . . 

she ran a stop sign and crashed into a tree in ~ r e e ~ 0 r t . a ~  in the 

backseat and was reportedly the only individual wearing her seatbelt. She made a 

fatal decision that night by getting into the vehicle, and I readily admit to that. 

However, knowing a s  I do, I am adamant in the fact that there were 

circumstances which put her in that position. She was to be spending the night 

with the front seat passenger, I know that there were curfews 

involved, and the two scenarios which play in my mind are that either it was a 

'hurry up, we're late' situation o r a s  uncomfortable in the environment 

where she was. She knew to call me or her sister i f  she was faced with a 

predicament she could not handle. I t o l d e a r l i e r t h a t  evening that when she 

got to h o u s e  her car was to be parked and remain parked due to 

weather coming in. (Her car never moved!) In retrospect, had she been driving, 

her curfew would have been ll:OOpm, as is the law for a 16 year-old driver. In 

any event, I had never met Elyse before and she was not someone- 

normally 'hung out with.' -is a teenager, and she is not without fault. 

Unfortunately, she paid the ultimate price for her decision that night and has 

forever changed the lives of her family and friends. 

i s  an honor student and is involved in a sundry of activities and 

organizations within her school and community. She always took up for the 

'underdog' and would do anything she could to help others. w a s  to  leave 

in June to go to Italy and Greece as a People to People Student Ambassador. She 

had her sights set on attending Duke University upon graduating from high 

school, where she wanted to major in International Relations or International 

Business. She was a strong advocate for underprivileged animals, and take it from 

her mom, would have adopted every one of them if she could. A bright and 
shining life has been lost. had the world in the palm of her hand. Her life 

was cut way too short by an irresponsible person. 

SCANNED 
I 



a n d  her sister were raised to be solid, upstanding citizens and were 

taught character, morals, and values. I can honestly say that l did not fail when it 

cameto raising my daughters; but I will fail miserably if I am not an advocate for 

their lives. 

It is with the above that I plead with all involved in this case to have Elyse Bushee 

face this crime as an adult. It is not the first time she abused alcohol and 

apparently the lessons taught previously made no impact on the decisions she 

made subsequently. I am in the process of becoming involved with different 

organizations whereby we just might be able to save one more child from a 
person who will make a decision as Elyse did. I would not wish the death of a 

child on even my wont enemy. I am thankful to have another daughter; I cannot 

even begin to imagine the pain of someone losing an only child. In that respect, I 

consider myself fortunate. There should NEVER, EVER, have to be a mom (or 

other family member or friend) who has to go through what I am faced with on a 

daily basis. 

I have thought long and hard about the request I have made. I have tried to be 

objective, a s  would. Again, I know b e t t e r  than anyone else. I 

KNOW that had one of her friends or family members died in a like situation that 

she would be spearheading the crusade for the charges to be dealt with as an 

adult. That's just the way she is - fair. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter, and may justice prevail. 

Respectfully, 

Becky A. Burkhart-Smith -Mom) 

P.S. I know that in reading this correspondence you will notice that I write in both 

past and present tense. b o d y ,  bright smile, and shining eyes are gone; 

therefore past tense. ~ u t w i l l  always be with me; therefore present 

tense. 



Dear Sir or Madam, 

FRED 
WALTON CO FLORIDA 
CLERK OF COURTS 

2009 HAR 25 A 8 3: 

the early morning hours of January 4, 2009. She was only sixteen years old. The driver of the 

vehicle, Elyse Bushee, was intoxicated when she ran a stop sign going between fifty and fifty- 

five miles per hour and hit a tree. w a s  the only one of the three that was wearing a seat 

belt. 

w a s  a very optimistic, kind, intelligent, driven, and beautiful girl. She had such a 

bright future ahead of her. w a s  a part of several community service organizations, as 

well as a varsity softball player. Last y e a r , m a d e  the hit that won her team their district 

championship title. a l s o  was a manager for the South Walton High School football team. 

w a s  a People to People Ambassador and was supposed to leave for Europe on June 19". 

She wanted to go to Duke University after graduating and major in International Business. 

a l s o  got an offer from Stanford University to participate in their summer program. 

w a s  friends with many types of people. It did not matter what their race, 

ethnicity, or their sexual orientation was. If there was a student at school that was made ~LUY of or 

was left o u t , w o u l d  be there to take them under her wing. She never let any of her 

friends down. At -wing, we were astonished to hear that more than one-thousand 

people came to honor her life. At h o m e ,  was always the one to argue her point. She had 

so much wit and charm. She was always the one to crack a joke that would brighten all of our 

days. 

My purpose for writing this letter is to persuade you to have Elyse Bushee tried as an 

adult. As you may know, Elyse h already been convicted of not one, but TWO minor in 

possession charges. Apparently, she didn't learn from her actions the first time. Maybe if she 



had, I wouldn't have to write this letter. Her stupidity that night didn't only ruin her life, but it 

ruined my life as well. I came home from Auburn after last semester because I wasn't able to 

find my place there. In making my decision, I realized that if I came home I would be able to 

t a k e s h o p p i n g  for her Prom dress, see her play sofiball, and to watch her go through her 

senior year next year. But because of Elyse's poor actions, I will never be given the opportunity 

to experience any of them with my sister. 

It is unfortunate that if Elyse is tried as an adult, that she will never have the chance to 

experience life's many adventures, bur neither w i l l  She won't graduate and go off to a 

prestigious college. She will miss out on her senior y e a r . w o n ' t  have kids or get married. 

She won't even be able to be in my wedding and I won't be able to be in hers. I will not be able 

to pick up the phone and call her up for advice or ask her for favors. I've already tried calling her 
Y . . . . . . . .  I 

since she died not realizing she wouldn't answer h . ~  on the bard by.* 

they can z%%?thek rackless lives bmaui6thcfl 

-%fi4.9dt punish4 Maybe if she is tried as an adult, and received her sentencing 

without "sugar-coating", she'd give other teens something to think about next time they pick up 

the keys while intoxicated. Maybe they will even think a b o u t b e f o r e  they get in the 

vehicle with someone like Elyse. 

Please consider my request pertaining to the charges against Elyse Bushee in the loss of 



March 12,2009 
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For k e  ... 
I implore you to  read and consider faithfully the plea that follows. 

1 7 '  birthday is April 6. 2009 - onlv she will 

never be 17. i l l  not graduate from high school or wear a wedding 

dress; she will not have babies of her own for their grandmother to  spoil; m 
will not have to declare her major in college and she will never help to rescue the 

animals she so loved, and; the hole she has left in her rnothefs heart will never 

heal. 

On January 4, 2 0 0 9 , l o s t  her life to a drunk driver. The driver in question, 

Elyse Bushee, made the decision to illegally ingest alcohol and then got behind 

the steering wheel of a car, transporting two passengers with her. Ironically, the 

one person wearing a seatbelt is the one person who died. 

Ms. Bushee was entrusted with the use of a vehicle. She passed the Florida State 

driving test, indicating her understanding of the rules and the associated 

responsibilities inherent with the ownership of a drivef s license. 
wiY*,?&, 

! t 

It is incomprehensible that a person 

who is mature enough to drive - and foolish enough to drink and drive - would 

not be held fully culpable for her actions. 

At the luncheon f o # o w i n g f u n e r a l  I spoke with the South Walton High 

School athletic director and I complemented him on his speech. When I asked 

him if he thhght  it would make a difference, he replied that it would -for about 

a week - and then teenagers (being teenagers) would simply forget the lessons 

learned and move forward .... until the next tra~edv. The cycle will continue 
unless. of course, something is done to stop it. Making a driver accountable for 

nis or ner decisions is the only way to deter others from makin8 simllar ones. 



Please consider Elyse Bushee's juvenile record, should she have one. and 

remember that the best predictor for future behavior is past behavior. In doing 

so, you will certainly save lives. p a i d  the ultlmate price for making the 

mistake of getting Into the car with Ms. Bushee and Ms. Bushee should also have 

to pay substantially for her mistake. This will not be possible unless she is 
charged as an adult 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 
< -.--., 



To Whom It May Concern, 

FILED 
WALTON CO FLORIDA 

CLERK OF COURTS 
I am writing this letter on behalf of - As a y ~ u ~ g a d ~ ~ ~ : & t & s ~ ~ ~  
situation. The party ends and i t  is time to leave, how are you getting home, 
home, and when will you get home? Adults always say to their children, "Do not get in the car with a 
drunk driverl" As a teenager I know that I have heard this from my mom but it i s  easier said than done. 
m g o t  into the car with Elyse Bushee just trying to get back home where she knew she would be 
safe again. Elyse had been drinking, y f f e r e d  to drive, and people at the party tried to stop Miss 
Bushee from driving. However, I think it's odd that Elyse's parents would even allow her go out late 
after receiving a prevlous alcohol charge. 

Basically what I am getting at is that there needs to be a line. What are we going to let the world come 
to if there are no limits and punishments? Elyse Bushee killed 16, and she is 
not going to be charged as an adult? This is nonsense because if you are old enough to drive you are old 
enough to pay the consequences1 This really scares me that she could get away with manslaughter and 
have no punishments. I do not want to be on the road knowing that drunk drivers can get away with 
whatever they want just becaus rs would feel the same way. trwkad-&&'$. 
She knew what she was doing 

-!this times ife away, but she did! It ;s her 
7- , , ,'+ "' r 

responsih%k, and the only way 16 and 17 year olds will know to not do something like this Is if they 
know that prison is a consequence. 

Please charge her as an adult. No one will learn from her mistakes if she is just on probation. Elyse 
needs to learn her lesson and we all know that she did not learn it the previously. 

Thank you. 



To Whom It May Concern: 

FILED 
W4LTON CO FLORIDA 

CLERK OF COURTS 

My name is Christine (Stalnaka) Haley and I have been a law enforcement ~ f f i ~ f ~ ~ ~  25 A 8 32 
over 20 years and I have certainly seen my share of crimes pass through the Crimna 
Justice. System. With that said, I felt that it was necessary to write this letter because it 
has come to my attention that the criminal sanctions of Elyse Bushee will be decided 
soon. Additionally, due to the fact that Ms. Bushee was 16 at the time of the crime she 
may possible be charged as ajuvenile-hence, the reason for my letter. 

I am a firm believer in sentencing systems that are structured so that judges can impose 
the most appropriate sentence on convicted offenders and the ultimate goal is to devise a 
sentencing system that provides greater public safety and a sense of well-being. 
Additionally, I believe that when an offender has been given probation or some form of a 
pre-trial diversion program to avoid detention or prison that it is fair to say that they have 
been given the opportunity for treatment and rehabilitation. With that said, it is my 
understanding that clearly Ms. Bushee has had this opportunity as her past record has 
publicly revealed. Nevertheless, on January 4' 2009 Ms. Bushee made a rational 
decision to attend a party where alcohol was served. While at that party she consumed 
enough alcohol to become impaired and then against everyone's better judgment she got 
into her car and made it her responsibility to drive taking with her two young ladies of 
which one is the victim; w h o  was 16 years of age and a young 
lady I knew quite well. 

Rehabilitation works; however, I also believe that at times crime and punishment become 
a part of that process. In this case I implore you to see charging Ms Bushee as an adult 
and not as a juvenile. As I see it, probation and another diversion program will not 
suffice. It is essential that the system work in accordance with deterring crime and it 
seems Ms. Bushee deserves some form of punishment beyond juvenile sanctions 
previously imposed as it is quite clear they did not impact her because had they = 
-cry well may be alive today. What more can we ask of you now? I 
would hate to see another innocent child die because this person was given yet another 
slap on the wrist that she has no inclination to take seriously. I have certainly seen 
enough. I understand that the court must give weight to many different considerations 
but it is my stmng opinion that Ms. Bushee took an innocent life and enough is enough, 
and herjuvenile actions have been given plenty of consideration for her past offenses- 
however-now the time has come for her to be held accountable for her actions. How else 
can we as adults begin to teach our children to be accountable unless we begin to make 
examples of those juveniles who continue to flaunt the system? Those of us who are 
writing in belief of 's charge do so are not motivated by revenge or that it will some 
how bring back h i t  is simply a plea for justice-this is one time I would like to see 
justice prevail. w a s  a beautiful child whom I knew very well. She had a bright 
hture that was taken away instantly and unjustly-I write this only in the hopes of seeking 
justice and greater public safety. 

Respecthlly, 
Christine Zien (Stalnaker) Haley 
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My name is Kim Downs and my son goes to the same school that w e n t  to, 
South Walton High School. 

South Walton has had its share of shock and sadness due to students driving under the 
influence of drugs and alcohol. 

This past June, we attended the court hearing f o r  In May of 2007, w a s  
driving under the influence when he crossed over into oncoming MIC. He killed two 
people. He was tried as an adult and was convicted of two counts of DUI Uanslaughter. 
I won't forget when the daughter of the victim turned t o  said that she forgave 
him but now it is time for h i  to pay. His sentence is 12 years prison followed by 18 
years probation. n e v e r  been in trouble before, not even as school. 

We have been devastated by the loss of a wonderful, vibrant, bright and 
beautiful girl. She was killed when Elyse Bushee was driving under the influence of 
alcohol. We may forgive Elyse but itis her time to pay. I &stating simply that Elyse 
should be tried as an adult. She will loose a better part of her youth. However, compared 
to what h a s  lost, that is not so much 

Thank You for Your Consideration, 
Kim Downs 



To Whom It May Concern: 
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I had known f o r  almost four years because of a common friendship 
we held at NicevilIe High School where I attend. Although we were mainly only 
acquaintances, the newsof her death on January 4" of this year was devastating: As if the 
basic news in itself wasn't enough, I was forced to endure the facts behind her death-that 
she was on the wa home from a party in Freeport, that the driver was under the influence of 
alcohol. t h a t d  was the only person in the vehicle wearing a seatklt and the only 
person to receive fatal injuries, that the two other girls in the car left the scene of the accident 
to call their parents before calling an ambulance for the horrible truths just kept 
appearing in the most unpleasant and unbearable manners. 

But. the most disturbing uiece of information that I or any other ~erson--es~eciallv her 

. -  - - -  7 -  - to parties, getting drunk, and getting back behind the wheel of a car. Hope she wasn t too 
inconvenienced during her few months under rehct ion when she had "limited" amounts of 
fun. God forbid her parents take away her driving privileges afier she is arrested for alcohol 
infractions at the age of 16! 

SirMaclame, it is obvious that juvenile punishment from either the court system or from her 
parents isn't incapable of even fazing this reckless youth. Her disregard for authority and 
complete oblivion to the safety of others makes this girl a threat, not only to herself, but to 
everyone around her. It is regrettable at this time that I must refer to a clichk to explain our 
present condition: Fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me. The first time 
that Bushee was charged with alcohol, she received a slap on the wrist and was sent on her 
way. The second time that she operated a vehicle under the influence of alcohol, she ran a 
stou sien. hit a tree. and killed the only passenger in the car with enoueh sense to wear a 

This cannot go unwarranted. It has been made all too clear that simple castigation will not 
suffice, and that is why I write you today. I plead that you will make the correct decision and 
choose to charge Elyse Bushee, an alcohol-laden 17 year old, as an adult. If there is anything 
that can turn this Miss Bushee's life around, we have found that it doesn't lie in the juvenile 
court system. For the sake of her own future, for the sake o m f a m i l y ,  and for the 
sake of any other family who has or will have suffered from this girl's dangernus habits and 
destructive behavior, I plead that you charge Bushee as an adult and allow her the time and 
opportunity torecover so that she may one day be able to live a healthy, productive life once 
she has earned back the right to her freedom. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

David Riffle 


