
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
 
IN AND FOR WALTON COUNTY, FLORlDA
 

CIVIL DIVISION
 

EDGEWATER BEACH OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC., a Florida 
Corporation, 

Plaintiff, 

v. CASE NO. 08-CA-000006 

WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, and 
RONNIE BELL, in his official capacity 
as Walton COWlty Administrator, 

Defendants. 

--------------_/ 

FINAL JUDGMENT 

WHEREAS, before this Court is an action instituted by the Edgewater Beach 

Owners' Association (hereinafter, "Edgewater") against the Walton County Board of 

County Commissioners; and Ronnie Bell, in his official capacity as Walton County 

Administrator (hereinafter "the County") alleging violations of constitutional rights and 

42 U.S.c. § 1983; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties have resolved the matter and have entered into a 

stipulation; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordered and adjudged as follows: 

1. The County does not dispute that Edgewater is the exclusive, fee-simple 

absolute owner of the private, beachfront real property the boundaries of which are 

established in the Official Records of Walton County, Florida, and which lies between 

the toe of the dune and the Erosion Control Line (the "Beachfront Property"). Since 



1976, Edgewater has continuously claimed and asserted that its Beachfront Property is 

and has historically at all times been for the exclusive use of Edgewater's owners and 

guests. 

2. Edgewater is an Owners Association under Florida law which has the 

authority to impose and enforce certain rules of conduct on its members, guests and 

invitees (hereinafter the "Rules"). Edgewater may use its Beachfront Property and may 

maintain its private personal property on its Beachfront Property as it sees fit, including, 

but not limited to, maintaining its umbrellas, beach chairs, volleyball nets, coolers, 

storage boxes and other beach-related items and engaging in weddings, gatherings and 

other similar events, without any interference whatsoever by the County or its agents 

except as provided herein. Edgewater shall not be required to obtain any penuits for any 

such uses or items of personal property, or for allowing the leashed pets of Edgewater's 

owners to traverse Edgewater's Private Beachfront Property. 

3. Edgewater may use its Beachfront Property and may maintain its private 

personal property on its Beachfront Property without interference from the County so 

long as the Rules are at least as restrictive as Ordinance 2008-25 in its present fonu 

(hereinafter the "Ordinance"). 

4. Edgewater shall not be required to obtain a penuit for any event; however, 

they shall give the County, the Sheriff and the SW Fire District at least seven (7) days 

written notice of any wedding, gathering, or other similar event of more than one hundred 

people. The notice shall contain the expected number of people, the type of event, the 

expected duration of the event and the security measures that Edgewater intends to use, if 

any, at the event. 



5. Regarding any existing or future provision of the Walton County Code 

relating to the use of Beachfront Property or the maintenance of private personal property 

on Beachfront Property, Edgewater agrees to respectfully examine the existing or future 

provision and consider in good faith whether to adopt changes in the Rules consistent 

with the provision. 

6. In the event that the County detennines that Edgewater is not maintaining 

or enforcing the Rules, then the County shall give Edgewater ten (10) days written notice 

to cure the deficiency. 

7. Edgewater shall provide a trash receptacle and daily trash removal and 

shall at all times keep the Beachfront Property free of litter and debris. The County 

agrees to remove within ten (10) days of this order the TDC Trash Receptacle from the 

Beachfront Property. 

8. At all times, a pathway no less than ten feet in width shall exist between 

any fixed structure on the Beachfront Property (including the volleyball net which is the 

subject of the underlying litigation) and the setup of beach chairs or other authorized 

temporary structures on the Beachfront Property. This ten-foot corridor shall remain 

clear of any items which obstruct authorized vehicles. The County agrees to limit any 

traversing of the Beachfront Property to this ten-foot corridor. The County agrees to 

limit the speed of authorized, non-emergency vehicles traversing this ten-foot corridor to 

five miles per hour. 

9. As to the terms contained herein, and specifically the terms contained in 

Paragraph 1, the parties, their officers, agents, servants, employees, attorneys, and those 

persons identified in Rule 1.610(c), Florida Rules o/Ovil Procedure, are specifically and 



permanently enjoined to perform and strictly comply with all terms of this Final 

Judgment. 

10. The parties are directed at all times to act in good faith under the terms of 

this Final Judgment. To that end, the parties shall notify all of their employees, members, 

agents, TDC, or contractors of the terms of this Final Judgment. 

II. In the event that either party seeks judicial enforcement and or declaration 

of rights of the terms in this Final Judgment is needed, the proper procedural vehicle for 

obtaining relief shall be a "Motion to Show Cause" why the violator(s) should not be held 

in contempt. The Court shall issue orders to "show cause" as appropriate to enforce this 

Final Judgment through the Corui's contempt powers. This Court shall, and hereby does 

expressly reserve exclusive jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter to enforce 

through its contempt powers any violation of or failure to perform any of the terms set 

forth herein. The Court shall award the prevailing party in any such contempt 

enforcement preceding, its attorneys' fees and costs. 

Now, therefore, the Court being fully advised III the premise and having 

considered the matters set forth herein; it is 

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Court approves the Stipulation of the 

Parties and adopts it as the terms of this Final Judgment. All Parties are hereby ordered 

to strictly comply with these terms. Each of the Parties shall bear itslhis own attorney's 

fees and costs incurred in this proceeding as of this date. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at DeFuniak Springs, Florida this _ 

day of December, 2009. 

CIRCUIT JUDGE HOWARD LAPORTE
 



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST .nJDICIAL CIRCUIT
 
IN AND FOR WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
 

SUZANNE HARRIS 

Plaintiff, 

vs. Case No.: 09CA000800 

WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS and 
MARTHA INGLE, in her official capacity 
as the Clerk of Courts, Walton County 

Defendants.
 
/
-------------------' 

FINAL JUDGMENT 

This matter was heard upon the parties' Stipulated Motion for Entry of Final 

Judgment. The Court has considered the Motion, heard the arguments from the pmties' 

attorneys, and it is therefore it is 

ORDERED and ADJUDGED as follows: 

1. The Parties are directed and enjoined to comply with the terms and 

conditions of this Final Judgment. 

2. On or about October 22 and December 5,2008, Ms. Suzanne Harris 

requested copies of certain public records from Walton County ("the Public Records 

Requests"). In litigation styled Harris v. Walton County Board of County 

Commissioners, Case No. 09CA000800 (Fla. 1st Cir. 2009) (the "Public Records Case"), 

Ms. Suzanne Harris contends that the Walton County Board of County Conurussioners 

and the Clerk of Courts (collectively "Defendants") failed to comply with her requests. 

Defendants contend that the offer to allow Ms. Suzanne Harris to utilize Walton County's 



intranet system and a county computer to retrieve records responsive to her requests 

complied with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Defendants have denied, and continue to 

deny, any liability to Ms. Suzanne Harris. Nevertheless, and in the interest of resolving 

all pending litigation among the Patties, the Patties have agreed to resolve the Public 

Records Case pm-suant to the terms set fOtth in the Settlement Stipulation and this Final 

Judgment. 

3. Defendants acknowledge Ms. Suzanne Harris made lawful public records 

requests and that she received no emails as requested. 

4. Within thirty (30) days of entry of this Final Judgment, the parties shall 

meet and confer to determine the most effective manner in which to produce the records 

requested by Ms. Suzanne Harris in the Public Records Requests. Ms. Suzanne Harris 

agrees to pay a reasonable special service charge for any requested records which are 

ultimately produced. 

5. Defendants shall comply with Article I, Section 24 of the Florida 

Constitution and Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes, otherwise known as the Public 

Records Act. 

6. Defendants shall conduct an annual training session for all public officials 

and appropriate key staff regarding the Public Records Act. The curriculum should 

include materials from the Florida Attorney General's Office and the Florida First 

Amendment Foundation and shall emphasize the applicability of the Public Records Act 

to all public officials' e-mail communications regarding county business, whether or not 

such e-mail communications are sent or received on an official Walton County e-mail 

account. The curriculum should also emphasize the maintenance, retention and public 
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records request fulfillment requirements of the Public Records Act and state retention 

schedules. 

7. The Walton County Board of County Commissioners and each individual 

commissioner shall use only his or her official county e-mail account when transacting 

official business. 

8. Defendants shall respond to future public records requests by Ms. Suzanne 

Harris and all other citizens in accordance with the Public Records Act, including in 

particular its requirement of "good faith." Defendants shall not impose unlawful 

conditions upon any requesting citizen's right of access and, in particular, shall not 

condition any requesting citizen's access upon that citizen's willingness to search ,,­ I --"1 

-1physically or electronically for responsive records or to review records for or to return 

confidential material. 

9. The Defendants acknowledge that Ms. Suzanne Harris is entitled to an 

award of attorneys' fees and costs under Section 119.12, Florida Statutes. The Parties 

agree that TWO HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($230,000.00) is a 

reasonable attorney fee award. Within twenty (20) business days after the entry of this 

Final Judgment, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners shall pay ONE 

HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($148,500.00) 

to Ms. Suzanne Harris and the Clerk of the Courts shall pay SIX THOUSAND FIVE 

HUNDRED DOLLARS ($6,500.00) to Ms. Suzanne Harris. The total payments to Ms. 

Suzanne Harris shall total ONE HUNDRED FIFTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS 

($155,000.00). The Walton County Board of County Commissioners shall also pay all 

fees and costs charged by the mediator in this matter. 
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10. Defendants shall enter into an agreement specifying their respective 

obligations going forward with regard to any Walton County records maintained by the 

Clerk of the COUlis' Office (e.g., on the Clerk of the Courts' computer equipment or 

otherwise). Such agreement shall be consistent with the Public Records Act, as it has 

been construed by the courts; this State's public records retention schedule requirements; 

and the tenus of this Final Judgment. Defendants shall comply with Section 257.36(5)(b) 

of the Florida Statutes, which requires of each agency "an active and continuing program 

for the economical and efficient management of records." 

11. The Walton County Board of County Commissioners shall, within thirty 

(30) days after the entry of this Final Judgment, designate a Walton County employee to 

be Walton County's records management liaison officer, pursuant to Section 257.36(5)(a) 

of the Florida Statutes. Walton County's records management liaison officer shall 

receive annual mandatory training regarding the Public Records Act, including training 

on the maintenance, retention and public records request fulfillment requirements of the 

Public Records Act. 

12. In the event that any party seeks judicial enforcement and/or declaration of 

rights of the tenus in this Final Judgment is needed, the proper procedural vehicle for 

obtaining relief shall be a "Motion to Show Cause" why the violator(s) should not be held 

in contempt. The Court shall issue orders to "show cause" as appropriate to enforce this 

Final Judgment through the Corut's contempt powers. This Court shall, and hereby does 

expressly reserve exclusive jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter to enforce 

through its contempt powers any violation of or failure to perform any of the tenus set 
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